CHAPTER I

THE PATH TO FAME! 1650-1688

Birth - education - the Court of Charles II - marriage -James's
servant - battle of Sedgemoor - the Glorious Revolution.

JOHN CHURCHILL, first Duke of Marlborough,
was the ablest soldier who ever commanded the
British Army and the most talented general who
ever served the British Crown. He was the
least jealous and best beloved of commanders-in-
chief. The strongest rebuke said to have been
administered by him was a message through his
secretary, " my Lord Duke is surprised." He
never chided a servant or spoke harshly to an
N.C.O. The soul of charm, grace and courtesy,
there were few who knew him intimately who
did not yield to his spell. Yet there was dross
among the gold. A first-rate soldier, he was a
second-rate statesman. As a politician he was
in the main simply an ambitious opportunist
who could not bear to be out of office. Excel-
ling chiefly in those diplomatic manoeuvres
which would advance himself or his army, he
seldom, if ever, exerted his influence for the
causes of peace or justice in which he was not
directly concerned. His avarice and mean-
ness made him a laughing-stock. He clung
zealously to the trappings and emoluments that
went with military power, even writing on
occasion abject letters to his political opponents
so as to ensure that he should in no

13